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The News.
The steamship Africa, from Liverpool, was tele¬

graphed at Sandy Hook, about oue o'clock thio
aorning. She brings four days Inter European news.
The Baltic is now in her eleventh day out.

Ad\ ices frpm Port an Prince to the 1st inst. con¬

firm the previously reported defeat of the Haytieas

by the Dominicans. In the battle the Haytiens suf¬
fered severely. Soulonij ie escaped from the fieid,
and a reward of teu thousand doubloons was offered
tor his head. An intense reeling prevailed against
him, and if' caught the probability was that he
would be shct by his own people.

In the llouse of Representatives yesterday Mr.
Boyce led off with a preamble and resolution de¬
claring that the threatening character of our rela¬
tions with Great Britain made it the imperative
doty of the conservative elements of the House to
unite in a sincere effort to elect a Speaker. The
black republicans, however, whose motto ia ''Rule
or ruin,?' reused to pet mi f any debate on the sub¬
ject, and Liu the resolution on the table. Three
ballots were had for Speaker, Bauks each time
lacking seven vote- ot an election. Our special
despatchti gire the current rumors of the capital.
One Btutfs that the resolution offered by llr. liust,
«n Monday, tlu:t Messrs. Bank-*, Richardson, Fuller
and 1'ennington, by i\itlulrawing their names as can¬

didates, would remove all obstacles to an organiza¬
tion, will be again renewed, with a fair chance of its
adoption. Another asserts that the plurality rule,
coupled with a proviso that neither of the present
candidates shall be chosen, will probably pass in a

day or two. There seems to be a genera, impres¬
sion that the House will organize during the present
week, but how it will be brought a'out it Is impos¬
sible and useless to conjecture. The Senate was not
in session.

Moth branches of the "Legislature entered upon
their work in earnest yesterday. In the Senate a

number ol reports were presented, and several im¬

portant bills were reported. Among the latter was

one to prevent illegal voting in this city. It is
identical with one which failed to receive the assent
of the Governor la-t year. In the Assembly notice
was given of bills to amend the city charter, and to
establish a nautical industrial school for the educa¬
tion of seamen. The standing committees were

announced. The Committee of Ways and Means
hiis bet r given to the Know Nothings, and the other
committees have been generally divided up between
the soft shell democrats and black republicans.
The Canal Board has selected a list of Collectors

and Superintend* nK Tlx ir names are given else¬
where. The applicants for these offices have been
unusually numerous and pertinacious tnia year.
Hon. Bradford R. Wood has published a letter in

the Albany Attu*. in which he stut- that the use of
his name in connection with the oQ!ce of President
.f the State Temperance >ociety, at the recent meet¬
ing ot th:ii body, w; - entirely unauthorized by him.

By wa H Orleans we have advice# from j
Havana to the 1 -to inst. There was no political
news stirring. Mile. Rachel had not left for La-
rope. The sugar market was active, and the -up-
ply equal to the demand, fhe weather had been
She cold- it ever known in ' ul*.

Late a> counts fr >tr Teva-- represent the weather
there as nnprecedentedly cold.

Mrs. Duval. alias Connolly, the principal witm-.s
in the trial of ti e late City Judi , and Win. Co*
grove her hti.-hard,wt arrested yesterday by tnc
police ch..rg d v.Ltb r ibbing a Vermont trader in
Boston, -on i* iluriuK last month. The particu¬
lars of the c .<. rc detailed Wider the apj>ropriat'-
bea<! in another i oiuiun.
The College of j'hy icinn- and Surgeons dedicated

I fi, new building I. 1 evening, with tha ceremony
wual on *vn occasions. A lurge audience of ladies
and gentlemen li-tenjd with profound attention t<>
an interesting address by Prof. Kelafleld, a report
of which will tw: found elsewhere.
The ti ials ofJoseph I.'. Kuiing, t .\-Rtreet Cotnmi-

nioner, and Alderman Mosher, which were to liuve
taken place in the Court oi Sessions ye*terd.aj were

postponed, in con-a-qnencc of the absence of the
counsel o! the t>-t naicud, and the swrious illn< -s of
th<- A Iderman.

The Ten r.oNcinui- n.et last evening. A report
*d» presented living -ome curious statistic* of the
.juantity of liquor u-oi on BL<kweli> Island. I'r.
.Sanger it ap|M .r--. h i- m ,.rij dis. atiuued the use
«d ardent spirits ir: hi- pra< tice,us he Is of opinion
that, they are injur ou howi .er trilling the amount
taken. There .ir^ now .. i-s per-on- in tin in tit
tions. bene.' an increase of 1./) over last week.
A verdict of *4,000 wa- rendered yesterday

against the Hudson River Railroad Company, for
«;aus:iig the death of the husband of Caroiine
Johnson, in West street, in Augii't, !

It is stated that the entire loss of material by the
Teoent accidcnts on 1hc H "luon River Railroad will
not exceed thirty thou-ai.d dollars.
We continue, in another column, our report of the

proceedings of the Nbitl < ourt Martial at Philadel¬
phia upon Commander Ritchie. Mr. Ltheridge,
eJiief clerk of tin Navy Department, arid Captain
« Jold boro were examined yesterday.
The Virginia Know Nothing State Convention re¬

cently in s« sniou at Richmond, reject**! a motion of
Mr. John M. Botts, to -triki out, the twelfth section
of the Philadelphia declaration of principles, and
up [.roved of the entire platform.
The cotton market yesterday continued firm and

active, and the sides, in transitu and on tin spot,
reached about 3.0OU bales. Flour wa- to! rably at

live at about the previous day's quotations. There
was more doing in wheut, without change of mo-

ment in prices. Amcng the tran-actions were 12,0<mi
bushels prime red -old for milling on private
term-, aud :¦ lot of lermfs-ee white soid at 12L
Corn wa- a triHe easier, with fair sale*, inclading
Jersey yellow, to arrive, at 82c. Pork was lower;
the market opened at *17 and closed at HO ">0 for
mess. Sugar- wire quiet. Coffee sold to a fair
extent, at steady jrii <.-. Freights were slack, and

engagement were moderate. The floating ice in
tho rivers interfered very much with lighterage,
on which liejcud to «» largo iAt';0t for

Ckrvrrnor Wlw, off VlrglnlK, u Compared
ulth PnaMrnt Ptereo on Ou Vtnlgn uid
Ilwnwtk Aftli*. War! Vul

A brief communication, transferred to these
columns from the Richmond Enquirtr, furnishes
us the substance of perhaps the most interest¬
ing and important volunteer political discus¬
sion that has taken place in the State of Vir¬
ginia for the last twenty years.
We allude to the speeches made on the occa¬

sion of the complimentary supper in Rich¬
mond, on Tuesday of l&st week, to Senator
Butler, of South Carolina. We presume that no
reporter of any of the enterprising newspapers
of Richmond was present, for this brie! account,
which accidentiy found its way into the En¬
quirer, Is from the pen of an intelligent volun¬
teer, who modestly says, "If you think it
worthy, publish; if not, throw it in the fire !"
Now, had we been apprised in season of this
meeting, by the parties concerned, we should
most probably have had a full report of it,
covering a page of the Heiuu), such, at this
crisis, is our estimate of the value of these
volunteer offhand speeches upon public affairs
from our leading statesmen and politicians,
especially of the South. The considerate gen¬
tleman, however, who has rescued the proceed¬
ings of thin Richmond festival from utter ob¬
livion, is entitled to our thanks. His report,
too, though brief as piu-crust, is full of meat
as an egg. The outline which he has given of
the speech of Mr. Wise, satisfies us that, in his
general views upon our foreign affairs, the
Governor of Virginia speaks more to the point
and the purpose than the President of the
United States.
Lee us consider briefly the views oi Presi¬

dent Pierce and of Governor W isa in juxta¬
position. The President, in his Message, upon
our foreign affairs and the slavery question, is
manifestly talking for Buncombe and the Cin¬
cinnati Convention. Governor Wise, at a pri¬
vate meeting, of perhaps a hundred men, re¬

lieved of the presence even of a newspaper
reporter, mu?t, we arc free to conclude, have
apokeu his honest sentiments and convictions,
without regard to Buncombe. Admit that he,
too, has an eye to Cincinnati, Buncombe would
not hear of this speech, and so he had nothing
to lcar or to hope from Buncombe. Whil"?,
therefore, we must take the Message of the
Trefcident as the work of a calculating poli¬
tician, we are compelled to accept the opinions
of the Governor as those of his deliberate and
untrammelled convictions. And when we eon-

eider that in experience, observation and in-
foimation in our public affairs, at home and
abroad, Mr. Wise will compare advantageous-
lv with Mr. Pierce, notwithstanding the higher
oiliiial position of the latter, we feel still more
at liberty to give the views v>f the Governor a

commanding importance.
To the matter in hand, then. President

Pierc*. upon the Central American imbroglio
and other difficulties with bn gland, and upon
the DaniA Sound dues, labors adroitly to leave
the impression upon the public iuiud that
there arc dangers of war. Vie have been told
that it was because of our critical relatious
with England, and bocau^o of the necessity of
the earliest possible action of Congress upon the
subject, that the President resolved to send up
bis Message in advance of the election of a

Speaker. The Message was accordingly Bent
up. bearing upon its face a visible sprinkling
of '-villanous saltpetre;" and tha war bubble
Las been expanding ev er -ince. But what says
(. overnor "Wise He says there is no danger
of a foreign war .that the difliculty upon the

1 lau'nbh Sound dues, which Messrs. Pierce and
Marcy have maguiticd into such vast impor¬
tance, is a humbug. and. substantially, that
with proper firmness and discretion at Wash¬
ington, the Central American volcano will
fi/ile away in smoke. Tie says, and says truly,
also, that thore is no danger of Louis Napoleon
Kimulatiug Great Britain to a war with the
1' rated States, and that he would most likely
give his ally no material aid if war should
en-uc. Mr. Wise might have gone farther, and
paid that a war between England und the
United States woulil -peeu.iy bring the pr.vent
"lioppv accord" between Iruuco and England
to un abrupt dissolution; and he might also
have added, thnt, our single Southern staple of
raw cotton binds England to keep the peace
with us, whatever may bo her relations with
th' Powers ot Europe.

><»w, if these views of Governor Wise be
comet, President Pierce las been startling
the American people with bis apparitions of
wc.r purely as an offering to Buncombe. We
Ferif ': -ly suspect, too, that the Governor is
right. that the Danish Sound question,
as a v, ar cry, is a humbug; aad that the Cen¬
tral American squabble will no more lead to a

var with England than will the Japanese
treaty ofCommodore Perry. England cannot
ailord it. She canrot afford to sacrifice her
ia?t and vital commerce with the Inited
State-: and in addition to the tremendous re¬

quirements of a war v. itL us, run the hazards
of iamine, riots and revolutionary rising? at
home. Mr. Wise, then, i? right. There is no

danger of a war between England and the
United States, because the subsistence of the
English people, to a great extent, and the
safety of the crown and the aristocracy, de¬
pend upon peace. And thus this English war

evpedient of Mr. Pierce, in default of any
other, for political capital at the North, is
knocked from under his lect. Marcy may
cease to iancrh in his sleeve, for Wise has ex-

posed the trick. ]Governor Wise, notwithstanding, says there
is danger of wnr, " not toreign; but at home;
not with England or Denmark.not about

! ( rdDpton, nor Centra' America, nor the J)an-
ish S ouuo humbug: but between the North
and the South upou ihe slavery question,
This i; the vital and paramount issue. Here
the President and th<; Governor,upon principle,
agree: ar.d hence the satisfaction with which
the Message has been tecciv cd by the South,
At this day even the professions >A a Northern
man ofloyalty to the constitution arc grate¬
ful to the South, though in Lis acU he may
have fallen short of hi? promi? Bot while

I Mr. Herce leaves the slavery question v'here
he liada it, without either enlightening us

upon recent transactions or futnre probabilities
Mr. W isc urges preparations for action and for
the ultimate ailcjrnat've of disunion and c:vil
urife. He colti upon the Virginia EcgUlatujv
to put the State in a posture for active defen
bivc military op'tati-np. This, and similar
suggestion iu other quarters, betray a utc of
leelmg in the South which Mr. I'ierce ha-
neither provided for aor comprehended.
Wc must, therefore, conclude from this

speech ol Mr. Wise, from the late Message* of
tbe several Governor* of Die Sontliern States,
and from the proceeding of various recent

Southern conventions, that they have no be¬
lief, and feel but little interest in Mr. Pierce's
foreign trouble*; that the slavery question
is paramount in the South ; that they re¬

gard it as the real question of war; and that,
under this state of things, a Southern man with
the views of Mr. Wise is more likely to
be adopted at Cincinnati, by even the
Southern democracy, than a Northern
man with the fair promises and Indif¬
ferent performances of Mr. Pierce. Finally,
while we agree with Mr. Wise that the Danish
Sound dues as a war issue are a humbug ;
that there is no danger of a war with England
about Crumpton, or the Mosquito King Sambo,
we are not quite ready to believe that the ex¬

tremity is upon the South for an appeal to arms

against our Northern abolitionists. All the
speeches, however, at this Richmond festival
turn upon the ab*orbiag issue of Southern
rights and Northern aggressions; and our

readers may understand something of the state
of Southern feeling from the fact that the
most labored attempts of the administration
to divert the attention of Southern men from
their domestic enemies to external dangers
ore received with disbelief and derision.
We apprehend that the foreign war dodge «^j

Mr. Pierce will hardly hold water till the first
Monday in June, and that our Premier is of the
same opinion.
The Fell of Herat.British and RaMtan Dc-

nlgni In India* .

It appears that an expedition, fitted out un¬

der the auspices of the government of Persia,
has lately, by force or stratagem, possessed it¬
self of Herat, on the border of Cabul. Herat
being the leading town in that section of coun¬
try, and the key to the only practicable mili¬
tary road between the Caspian and the Indus,
the British of India are much alarmed at its
falL The Shah's Russian sympathies are no¬

torious; the British Indians assert, not without
some show of plausibility, that the capture of
Herat has been instigated by the Czar, as a

threat against the East India Company. In¬
deed, taken in conjunction with the capture of
Kars, it possesses at this moment a remarkable
political and military significance. If Kars
secures the high road from the Black Sea to
the Caspian, Herat secures that from the Cas¬
pian to the Indus; and the British Minister re¬

moved from Teheran he has already struck his
flag in consequence of a quarrel with the Per¬
sian nobility -the Russian emissaries would ex¬

ercise paramount influence over the weak and
corrupt councils of the Shah, and there would
be no positive obstacle to prevent a Russian
army marching from the Volga to the vale of
Peshawar, and to the wall? of Moultan.

In dread of some such contingency, the
British journals, both in England and India,
call loudly upon the Indian government to
take the initiative of hostility. They suggest
that a fleet should at once be despatched with
an army of 15,000 men to the Persian Gull,
nominally for the purpose of helping the Per¬
sians to repossess themselves of Herat, really
in order to reduce the Shah to the condition
of a tool of the Governor General. There is
no reason to doubt but the suggestion will be
adopted. The new Governor General of India,
Lord Canning, is a man of energy and deci¬
sion; he will be anxious to find an opportunity
of distinguishing himself. And really, unless
some such step is taken, the insecurity of the
western frontier of the British possessions in
India will soon be alarming.
An expedition, promptly undertaken, and

vigorously carried out, would probably attain
the end sought. Persia, according to all ac¬
counts, is in a deplorable condition of weak¬
ness and proximate dissolution. It is entirely
dependent on foreign countries for the cheap
manufactures it requires. From having been

a rich agricultural and industrial nation, it
is now one of the poorest in the world: so poor

I that with a population of some twelve millions,
its exports are only about fifteen millions of
dollars, and over one-tenth at its whole people
subsist on the produce of their herds and on

plunder. The government is unable to
support a larger army than that of the United
States: needless to add that the power of the
Shah, despotic as he is said to be, is trampled
at pleasure by the roving Koords and Mongols.

Quite clear that fifteen thousand men under
the best officers of the Indian army would have
as little difficulty in dealing with Persia a«

General Walker has had in dealing with Nica¬
ragua. Nor is it at all improbable that the es¬

tablishment of a British Protectorate over
Persia would follow as speedily as the consoli¬
dation of tho Walker government has followed
the invasion of the California emigrants.
We had occasion, some time since, to point

to the prosecution of a gigantic scheme by the
British on the eastern Hank of their Indian
empire. The conquest of Birtnab, as we ex¬

plained, was only a means, not an end. The
real end sought by the Indian government in
annexing the coast, and Securing the naviga¬
tion of the Irawaddv was not the acquisition
of the littoral and river coast in Birmah, but
the possession of the key to Eastern China.
Nothing in the recent convulsions or the fu¬
ture prospects of the Chinese empire. has es¬

caped the sagacious statesmen of British India:
they sec the opportunities that will be offered
presently to extend their territory and their
influence in the rich provinces of Setchouen,
and Vun-nan: and they are slowly preparing
for the moment that will enable them to cross
the frontier.
Now. it seems, the accident at Herat will

prove the occasion of a similar movement on
the northwest. Persia, as well as Birmah, will
be swallowed up in order to extend the Indian
empire.the one, for the purpose of securing
the road to Constantinople and Europe; the
other, for the purpose of securing the road to
the heart und trade of China.
So far as this country is concerned, our in¬

terest in theBe movements is small. Not
larger, undoubtedly, than those of Great Bri¬
tain in the future state of Nicaragua. Still,
we have an interest in them, and whatever is
done, we ought to have some one on the spot
to see that it is not overlooked or slighted. On
a former occasion wc called upon the admin-
htration to send an ugent to Birmah in order
to nscei Lain what was plotting there- and how
far off the British were from their projected
scheme* of aggression against China. As there
was no capital to be made, and no elections to
be influenced by a measure of this character,
it was neglected by Mr. Pierce und his Cabi¬
net. We now call upon them to send an intel¬
ligent person to Teheran to witness i lie con¬
vulsions of the next few months or years, and

us of w hat goes on. in order that from
the commercial advantages which may grow
out of the ehanges in progress we shall not
be cvcludcd. i

Another Imperial Of^wty Overthrown.
the Emperor S*aloaqk« Oat by
the Bl«ckfc
The rumor of the defeat of tke Haytiens by

the Dominicans which reached us by way of
Boston, last week, has been confirmed by a te¬
legraphic despatch from Philadelphia Ad¬
vice? from Port au Prince to January 1, which
have been received in the latter city, state that
the Emperor Faustin had taken inglorioasly «o
his heels, in the first brush, and that a reward

| of ten thousand doubloons had been offered for
his head. The excitement that prevailed
againpt him amongst his own troops was so

great that it was expected he would be
shot if he fell into their hands. What a ca¬

tastrophe for that grand fabric of Ethiopian
empire, which it was prophesied would extend
its sway over the whole of the Antilles!

Faustin the First is no ordinaryman.judged
from an ethnological point of view. As a

nigger he has displayed an uncommon degree
of intelligence; and as an emperor, he has ex¬

hibited the average amount of capacity re¬

quired for the post. The proof of his discre¬
tion is the wisdom that he has shown in making
himself scarce when his presence had become
critical In this, as in most other things, he
has imitated faithfully royal precedents.
Charles X, Louis Philippe, and last, but not
least, Santa Anna, having set him that praise¬
worthy example. Whatever may be thought
of this last episode of his career, Faustin is a

man destitute neither of personal bravery nor

of political talent. Although born a slave on

one of the coffee plantations of the island, he
won his way to distinction as much by his in¬
telligence and tact as by his courage, lie
early enlisted as a soldier under Dessa-
lines; was one of those who, under Petion, de¬
feated Christophe, and grade by grade fought
his way to the rank of colonel just as Coyer
fell from power. The great command which
he possessed over his temper, and a reserve of
character rare amongst persons of his color,
obtained for him general respect and confi¬
dence, and contributed more than anything
else to his rapid elevation. In all the
political conspiracies which were set on

foot from 1843 to 1847 he played a

stealthy tut active part, compromising
himself, however, with no par%; -to an irre¬
trievable point. It was to this caution and
eagucity that he owed his election as President.
After he had attained the rank of general, the
Senate, unable to decide between tbc candi¬
dates then before them, made choice of Faus¬
tin the blacks voting for hiin on account of
his color, and the mulattoes supporting him
because they believed him to be l'rte from the
vice of ambition. Tne sanguinary occurrences
of April, 1818, showed that instead of a pliant
instrument, as the latter had calculated upon
finding him, they had delivered themselves up
to a cruel and relentless despot. There is n.

doubt that he would have carried out his pro¬
ject of exterminating the mulattoes, who com¬

pose a fitteenth part of the whole population,
hail it not been for the energetic re monstrances
of the French Consul, who convinced him that
such a step would have brought upon him the
vengeance of the European governments.
While he was engaged in hostilities against
the Spanish portion of the Island, which
had been erectcd into an independent State
under the title of the Republic of
St. Domingo, and the conquest of which has
been always a favorite object with him, he was
in August, 1849, elected Emperor by a unani¬
mous and almost spontaneous vote of the Se¬
nate and House of Representatives. Although
an impression prevails that Faustin did not in
any way seek tbis honor, there is no doubt
that he had been as usual silently intriguing
for it. The petition on which the vote was

foundcd.oamc from the army, and fear rather
than conviction or affection, in all probability
dictated it.
The manner in which the new Emperor pa¬

rodied the heraldic distinctions and titles of
European countries subjected him to a great
deal of ridicule. When, however, he was

told that the French laughed at his Dukes of
Marmalade and Lemonade, he very sonsibly
replied that he had only refined upon the ex¬

amples they had set him. seeing that they had
their Princc of Teas (Prince de Pois,) and a

Duke of Broth (Due de Bouillon.) Mis first
decrce created no less than four princes
and fifty-seven dukes more, we believe,
ttoan Great Britain and France com¬

bined can boast of. The whole extent
of the empire which furnished all these digni¬
taries with principalities and dukedoms, is only
29,000 square miles.a little more than one
half the size of the State of New York. Fa is-
tin's own revenues amounted only to about
$1,000,000, of which the Emperor received
personally $15,200 per annum, the Empress
$5,200, and' each of his ministers *520.

It is not surprising that to a potentate of
such large ambition and such small means as

Faustin, it should always have been an object
of paramount importance to bring the whole
of the island under his sway. Hence his fre¬
quent attempts against the independence oi
the Dominican republic, and his perseverance
in that design, notwithstanding the efforts
mede by the mediating Powers to di-suade
him from it. llis ostensible justification for
making war upon the Dominicans was, that
unless he could re-establish Ilaytien authority
in their territory he could not, without the
revenue which would then be collected in
their ports, resume the payment of the Ilay¬
tien debt to France. There is no doubt that
this consideration has materially inlluenced
French policy in Hayticn affairs, although, as

was pointed out by Mr. Webster in 1851, the
ordinance of Charles X., in 1825, by which the
independence of llayti is recognized upon the
condition of their paying 150,000,000 francs
to France, expressly confines that recognition
to the French part of the island.
The circumstances attending the defeat of

FauBtin to so extraordinary that but for the
positive confirmation of it w?iich we have re¬

ceived, we should be inclined to doubt it. The
previous accounts had left him at the head of
thirty thousand men, apparently well affected
towards their leader, and abundantly supplied
with the munitions of War. That under such
circumstances he should have been utterly
routed by tlio Dominicans, who were known to
have been ill prepared for his attack,
argues nothing short of a complete politi¬
cal revolution amongst his own subjects.
Should tbi- prove to be the rase, we may

i \pect nothing but anarchy and bloodshed for
heme time to come amongst the black popula¬
tion of floytl. The different military lealeM
will probably ^ch set up for himself, and we

,'hall have a renewal of t!i- 1 rriUte hoone* of
which Ifpyli has been frerjU'.ntly the thea-

tre. The only hope for the salvatlon of the
island, in that case, would be the consolidation
of the power of Ae Dominican republic and
its extension over the whole of the Hayticn
territory.
Complaints Against Diplomatic and Con¬

sular Aoents Abroad..We have received a

lengthy statement, too prolix for insertion in
our columns, of a complaint preferred by Dr.
Ducachet, an American physician practising
at (iuyama, in Porto Kico, against Mr. Latimer,
United States Consul at St. Johns, the capital
of that island. The facts, as nearly as we can

gather them, are these:.
it seems that in consequence of the break¬

ing out of the cholera at St. Johns the Cap¬
tain General ordered the Alcalde of Guay-
ama to send a physician there, who tixed
upon Dr. Ducachet for the purpose. The
doctor happened at the time to be labor¬
ing under the effects of a recent attack of ill¬
ness, and requested Mr. Francis B. Preston,
the United States consular agent at Guayama,
to address an official communication to Mr. La¬
timer, embracing a full statement of the facts,
and requesting him to lay it before the Captain
General. The return of post brought a reply
from Mr. Latimer stating that the doctor
while practising on the island must conform to
the laws which governed Spanish physician?
and surgeons, some of whom had been sent
from their families and private practice to in¬
fected places, and that he, consequently, could
not present his memorial. On the receipt
of this communication, Dr. Ducachet not
thinking it prudent to disobey the order, set
out on his journey on horseback, there being
no other mode of conveyance, but was taken
ill at the first town on his route, and was

compelled to remain there some days. From
thence he addressed a letter to the Captain
General direct, stating his case and request¬
ing to be relieved from the duty assigned to
him. His Excellency at once kindly despatch¬
ed an express to the place where he was stay¬
ing, with instructions to the Alcalde to provide
him with every comfort that his invalid state
required, and when restored to health to al¬
low him to return home. Dr. Ducachet con¬
trasts the Governor's generous conduct with
that of Mr. Latimer, who was not called upon
to pronounce any opinion on the merits of his
case, but simply to discharge a duty imposed
upon him by his office.that of presenting a

memorial to the authorities from an American
citizen who felt himself rather hardly
pressed upon. He alleges that the Consuls
mothe for acting as he did was the apprehec-
sion that his interests would sufler from his in¬
terference.he being a merchant at St. Joins
and having heavy commercial interests at stake.
The conclusion which the doctor draws from
these premises, on the correctness of which we

do not undertake to pronounce an opinion, is
that it is impolitic on the part of this country
to entrust the care of her interests abroad to
men who are liable to be controlled by such
considerations. This opinion coincides with
the view we have always expressed of the ex¬

pediency of rendering the position of our di¬
plomatic and consular agents independent
of local inliuences, Dy giving them such sa¬

laries as will enable Ihem to fulfil in abecom-
ng and efficient manner the responsible du-
ies assigned to them.
In regard to the merits of Doctor Docachct?s

complaint against Mr. Latimer, Ave can, of
course, have nothing to say, until both sides of
the question are before us. In fact, we do not
think that the public journals are the proper
quarter to address such charges to, when there
is any reasonable foundation for them. The
Department of State, and failing its action,
Congress itself, are the legitimate tribunals
to which all complaints against public func¬
tionaries should be addressed. It is time
enough to have recourse to the newspapers
when redress cannot be obtained through the
regular channels of authority.

IBS LATEST NEWS.

BY MAGNETIC AND PRINTING TELEGRAPHS.
Arrival of the Africa.

S.vvdy Hook, Jan. 22.1 A. M.
The steamship Africa, from Iivcrpool, is now coming

«J>-

tnltnt Mate* Supreme Court.
Wahiu-voton, Jan. 22, 18.j*>.

No. 02..l'.obt. A. Parker et al. vs. Win. Overman. Jus¬
tice t.rier delivered the opinion of tlie Court, reversing
the derision or the Circuit Court of Arkansas, with costs,
anil remanding the cause, with directions to enter a de-

| cree therein annulling the dee3 of the Sheriff to Over¬
man, and in conformity with the opinion of thi- Court.
No. 04..Wm. Jonen et al. vs. W m. 8. Johnson. Justice

Nelson delivered the opinion of the Oourt reversing the
decision of the Circuit Court of Illinois,' and remanding
the cause, with directions to award tnirefacfttt de rt«w.
No. 105. Argument was continued on the motion to

dismiss tlie cause by Hon. Reverdy Johnson for the plain-
tin, in opposition to it, and concluded hy the lion. J. !'.
Benjamin, in support of it.

[ No. 44...John U. Craighead et al. appellants vs. Joseph
i K. and Alex. Wilson. Argument commenced by the Hon.

Miles laylor for appellants.
tfewi from lUvnim.

Nkw On vp, Jan. 22, 18VI.
The st*oM»hip Black Warrior ha- arrived at this port,

with Havana date* to the lHth inst. She experienced
heavy weather during the entire pn-.-age.

Mdlle. llachel gtili remains at Havana.
The weather recently has been tho coldest ever vxr<n-

rieneed in Cuba.
The sugar market Is active, and tlie supply unequal to

the demand. White, 11)£ a lu>, reals per arrobe; yel-
low, u 11 'i real* per arrobe: molasses, clayed, *

reals muscovado, reals per leg.
Stw« from T«iw.

Nkw Obi i; oh, Jan. 22, 1*60.
By the steamer Louisiana we huvo Galveston dates to

the 10th inst. The weather throughout Te\as has boeu
exceedingly cold. At ClarkMille, Rod Biver county,
snow has remained on the ground since last J»ecember.
The Rtumm! river in frozen so firmly ihat at Traco tuamfl
crossed on the Ice.

I«niiUliuta I'rglnlutiirr,
Nkw Orijux.", Jan. 22, 1856.

Tlie l/0uihi#na legislature organized yesterday.all
the officer" being democrat#.

Hoi. ton "Weekly Bank Ntatnuent.
Botffioil, Jan. 22, 1850.

The following table (-hows tho lootings of our bank
statement for the week ending January 21, as compared
with the week prevlou-:. .Tan. 14. Jan. 21.
Capital stoeK 10 000 *.'il,!i/;o,0<i0

I <>an* and discounts 51,746.000 Al 875,000
Kpec'o. r.,51;; mo :;.51t.,0!i0
l.ne Irom other bank* T.OW.ilOO 7, 187,500
I u< to other bank.< 5. 5)18,000 5,578,0011
I eposit.s 14,147,000 lV,n44.0<M
Circulation 7,838,000 7, 718, (MM)

MovrmtnU of Southern Steamer*.
A tUtl V AL OF TKt: AUOUSTA AT SAVANNAH.

PAVAHsiAit, Jan. 22, 1850.
'1 e uteamcr Augusta lias an ived here, after a pastille

of sixty two hours from York, with all on board
well.
ArHlVAt oi rnt: ¦MitrnimMTt tT i fr*ni,»%'Tnv.

Cum uwrrtjr, Jan. 27.
'If.e teufnahip -outhei'M -r, liwen, rom-n nii!<

an <. here t}ii> (Toe,«tojrJ morning, .t :.

The Hmv&l Court Martial at Philadelphia.
Pun-ADku'iOA, Jan. 2*2, 1850.

The <"«urt re-assembled at 11 o'clock this morning, an(
the record of the previous aes«ion being read by th«

Judge Advocate and approved, Sir. Ktheridge wan rt>

called and replied to questions put by the Jadgc Advocate
aa follows That ho (ar ah the conversations betweei

myself and Com. Ritchie were concerned, I have no i>

collection that he reterred to Captain Da Pont an a men*

ber of the board referred to, farther than the remark
that he had been treated badly by those persons whoa
he had believed to be his friend*; that remark, connect**
with my previous knowledge of the action of the boart
in the ease ol° Com. Ritchie, would naturally have led n»
to Infer

.

The Judge Advocate here asked witness whether ho rti«
Infer that it was Captain ». 'm conduct as a member of thr
board which caused the difficulty)' ,
The counsel lor 'he accused (James Cooper, F;sq.) hen

objected to the CourtV proceeding further, because it" th
inference did not follow at. tho time, it was impossible to:
the witness to have drawn it afterwards; but the witnes
was allowed to finish bis answer.
WltnebS.1 was led to infer from Com. Ritchie'* con

versatiens that he had been treated badly by a tneinbe
ofthe board. ? . 1

The counsel tor the accused submitted a paper contain
ing his objections to the answer which tiad just bee)
given by the witness, asking permission|to read it. Per
mission was granted ey tbo Court, and the counsel pro
eeded to read.
The following is a synopsis ot the paper:.The .Iudg<

Advocate proposes to ask witness what inference liodrei
from certain worn* used by Commander Hitchie in a con¬
versation that had taken pUce betwoen them at the Nav;
Department; to which an objection was made by the aa-

cused, on the ground 'bai it is the province of wilpesset
to state facte and circumstances, and that ot the Court t<
draw such inferenoe* as might properly arise therefrom
the accused admitted that there were exception* to thii
rule; that experts might be called upon by courts fo:
their opinions and interenees in matterB of art or scienei
.as, for instance, a surgeon might be called en to stat*
whether certain wound* which had been inflicted by t

person, on h:« trial for murder, on the person of deceased,
were sufficient to cause death ; or where it was allegec
that the death was caused by the administration ofdrugs

a physician might be asked whether such drugs wen
poisonous or not
Commander Ritchie contended that it was incompetea

for the witness to do more than state the conversatior
which had taken place between them; that if he wai
permitted to go turtner and place his own construetiot 1

upon the words which Com. if. had uttered, he migh
give to words which were entirely innocent in theii
meaning the appearance ot guiic.
That an ignorant witness might very readily mistake

the Import of language which lie liad heard, although
perfectly competent to stale such language accurate®;
and yet the admission of an 'gm.rant and intelligent wit'
ness is placed upon the same tooting, both being received
by Courts. From this the impropriety of the admission /

of inferences or deductions by witnotiBes ifl perfectly ap¬
parent.
Ihe paper was considered by Ihe Court in private ses<

sion, and on the doors being re-opened, the accused wa«
informed that his protest had been ordered to be included
in the record of tlie Court.
The evidence of Mr. Kthcridge was read to him, and

being approved, he was relieved from further attendance t
on the Board.
Captain (¦oldsborongh being sworn, deposed.thai

within the time mentioned in the specification, about the
8th of December last, Captain Dupont wrote a note to me
at Annapolis, wbere I was stationed, requesting me to
come to Washington, where he wished my| counsel and
advice with regard to an unpleasant affair, in which Cap¬
tain Ritchie and himself were cenoerned. On reaching
Washington, Captain Dupoi>t gave mo the detail* of the
affair. After an interview between Captain D. and my»
self, it was decided that I should see Captain Ritchie,
and I called upon him, for the purpose of inducing him,
if possible, to atcne for the offensive remarks he had
made with reference to Cap Dupont.. I told Capt. H.
the object of the interview, and assure'! him at the same
time that I v. as moved by friendly consideations to himself
as well as Capt. Dupont. I endeavored to reason with
him calmly. 1 said to Capt. Hitchie that he of course
wns well aware of the immunity attached u> every officer
attached to the Hoard or to Courts Martial, and that thit
was the first time in the history of our nrvvy that;
1 had known a member l>eing assailad. Ho
then said that lie addressed the epitbeimade uso ofto Capt. '

Dupont as a man. and not as an officer. I replied that,
under the circumstances of the case, it was impossible to
separate the two things, lie said he had used these
epithets, and that bo would not rctract then.ho would
lone his right arm or his life rather than retract what ho
had said. I told him that under no circumstances could

a personal difficulty ^row out ol'. this affair.that even if
Capt. Dupont himself had any disposition to take that
turn, his friends would not permit him to do so. t n.pt.
R. then observed that he would tight any cf Cunt. Du-»
pent's friends.
Ihe counsel for the accused ' bjected to thin, and it war}

withdrawn, the witness stating that Capt. i» distinctly,'
asserted that he did not apply it to Capt. Dupont as a
member of the Retiring Hoard he repeated this several
times.
The witness stated that the conversation with Capt.Hitchie continued for some time, and my mission re*

suited ill nothing, Capt. R. positively refusing to rutract
the cpithets.he had applied to Capt. Dupont. I distinctly
told Capt. K. what the result would be. i*
The examination in chief being closed. ia reply to

questions by the accused, the witness said tho interview
bad been sought by himself, but he could not say that all
that he said wss drawn out by my questions, as he vol¬
unteered much of the converse! ion himself. He apoko
very feelingly and under some excitement, but not at all
angry. I can narrate some of the conversation volun¬
teered by the accused, if desirable. I did commence tho
conversation with Captain Hitchie; I think Captain R.
told me that he desired to avoid seeing any of his brother

i fficers, as it was unpleasant for him to see them, andt
he had pur)>c-ely avoided meeting: them in IPhiladelphia.
The (x)urt aiso put questions to the witness, who stat¬

ed:.Captain Ritchie did not repeat to me tho epithets
made use of; 1 gave hlaa no encouragement to do so; ho
alluded to theiu frequently, una admitted that he bad
used them.
The cross-examination being concluded, the record ot

the evidence was read to tho witness, and buing ap¬
proved by him. he was permitted to withdraw.
The Court then adjourned.

American Itiitv Convention at Richmond*.
Virginia.

Ru.Ti.MORr, Jan. 22, 186*'.
The Ararrican Ftate Council of Virginia, recently lO

session at Richmond, adjourned on Saturday.
Mr. Dotth offerod a resolution striking out the Twelfth,

section of the Philadelphia platform.
The resolution was rejected, and the entiro p'atforuj

approved.
P. A. Boiling and J. P. Imbocten, were elected dele,

gates at large to the National Contention.

Conviction of a Mail Robber.
WtLMLM.To\, lie!., Jan. 22, 1856.

Ceorge M. Townsend has bten convicted in the District
Court, at Newcastle, of robbing the Wilmington I'ost of¬
fice. nix sentence has been deferred till the first of f «lw
ruury. >

norkeUi
PHU.ATlEI.rHIA STOCK BOART>.

1'hii akeu-iiu, Jan. 22, 1 *5<'>.

"New < iktjmxs, Jan. 1$. 1856.
CWton.Pales to-day 2,500 bales, and for tie week

63,000 bales. The America's news depressed the market,.nil prices are weaker. Hi Idling is quoted at 8^c. a 9c.
The total receipts at this port since September 1 have
been 950,000 bales-, against 605,250 for ihc corresponding;period last .venr. Ihe stock on b%nd is 360.001) bales.
The sales of coffee during this week hive been 6.500 bag!at 10)fc. a ll,\,c. Mess porlt aed* at $16. Whiskey, 45c.
Keg lard, 10c. a 10>£c. Pngar, 7>4C.

NEW Orlea.vp, Jan. 21, 1S56.
("¦ettoa.Sales to day 5,500 bale* at 9)£c. a 8/,'c. for

middling. Sugar. 6;s(c. a 7 \,c. Molasses, .Uv;c. Klour,$0 a $10 25. Mesa pork, $10 50 a $17. Whiskey, 47e. ,Weather cold.

Cltjr Intelligent*.
AynuAL IUli. or TnK Nkw York. 1''irk Dij'aktvknt..Th«

twenty-seventh annual ball of the Vow York l ire Impert¬
inent, in aid of the widows' ana orphans' fund, came oil
at the Academy of Music last Monday evening. Pecu -

niarily and otherwise, this ball was a great success.
Over fourteen hundred tickets at live dollars apieco were
sold, and the profits to this excellent and deserving clia-
rity will be over live thousand dollars, 'clear of all ex¬
penses. Tills Ls the largest sum ever realize'! by any ofthe previous annual balls.a tact that shows their in¬
creasing attractiveness, and id highly creditable to tbn
gentlemen under whose auspices they are gotten up. Tbn
scene presented at the Academy was ono of darzlirg hrtl-
Uancy, and H is a question whether for numbers, fashion,beauty find sumptuousness of decoration, anything litreit baa ever been seen beforo in tliia city. The building
was densely crowded, and as muny as two hundred seta
were on the tioir at one time. The parqnette was cover¬
ed o»er, and, with the stage, l'orined a tloor extendingfrom the rear of the building to the lirst eirelo. The
singe was hung with satin, and the tiers and front,of the circles were beautifully decorated with festoon*of Mowers, gracefully windins around pillar and arch,and running in waving lines to the dome, the wholeintermixed with torches, trumpets, pi|>es an l other in¬signia of tii« department. In the rear of the stage was alarge illuniii.-Yied circle of starj, some twoniy feet in di¬ameter, In th# centre of which were the arms of the de¬partment, the whole formed ot jets of ens. Boneath weretwo carriages of superior workmanship, Am:ty Hose. So.::8, and (icenna Hose, No. 86. Ilie largo banner of tb<*department hung in Having fold* from the centre of th\amphitheatre, supported on each side by smailer ones, ami.ail arranged with gTeat taste and with .in eye to strikingan1 pleasing artistic effects. The assemblage' was so larg«that more ihan half the company wi re compelled to occupyteata in the circle to avoid belnir crashed on the lloor. Ihen
were ceveral snobs who attempted (o walk the ball roomwith their hats and cloaks on, but the committee promptly called them to order. l>a "rug was commenced ateight o'clock and continued without interruption untilfour, when the as mblv tioke up. pleased with every¬thing but the su| per. winch, from lac I. of proper accom¬modation?, was not quite up to the mark.
Sprinki k voi k Sm w usu wmi Amo s..The recent

cold map hn- had the etlect of encrusting the (rtdewlk*
with hard, smooth ice. and it is almost Impossible tt
walk a ldock without h« ing one or more persons trl|ipe<l
up on the treacherous pavement, and barked bins,
¦prnlned ancles, rut hand' and head* are mi 'to frequent.Irii police en plain- report u li.nr« nnml er of a« ! V its of
vlos nature, y»t of coin e u<>l uiie In llft.v an rver msd*
pu!d>c It busts en e-'lm tt;-l thst ii -Jin H-rf d .< 'U."

j- In ii- is w'|, i* 4 ! \rp v; -it «j«-


